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The Word of the Lord from the Gospel according to St. John, chapter 1: And the Word became flesh 

and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of 

grace and truth. 

 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

 

So, are you looking for the glory of God? Would you like to find His glory? We're talking about the 

One who created the heavens and the earth, who has been around since eternity. We're talking about 

the one who gives light and life to men-this glorious One would be a good One to find. And His 

glory has come to earth-that's what John tells us in chapter 1 as he tells us that Jesus has become 

flesh; and if His glory is on earth, then you stand a chance of finding it. John writes, "we beheld His 

glory;" and if they saw His glory, then you can too. 

 

On the other hand, be careful. There are all sorts of religions out there, trying to find God, and all but 

Christianity lead to destruction. They seek to find God in ways that He hasn't promised to be found, 

or else they seek a god who isn't there at all; either way, they come up empty in the end. So be 

careful: Make sure you're looking for the one true God; and even inside of Christianity, make sure 

you're not looking for God where He hasn't promised to be found. 

 

I. Where the Glory of God Is Not 

 

For instance, many seek to find the glory of God by looking for glorious things. It makes sense, 

doesn't it? Where glorious-looking, hard-to-believe stuff is going on, God must be there. Some are 

attracted then to far-East religions, where walking on coals or going weeks without food is seen as 

proof of God's strengthening. Others are drawn to religions because, contrary to this licentious 

world, a rigid family-support structure is in place, and that must be evidence of God's hand. Even 

within Christianity, many will be tempted to believe that God is at big goings-on. The church with 

the big attendance and budget must be blessed by the Lord. The preacher on channel 12 must be a 

mighty man of God since he appears to heal people on stage, and the woman on channel 9 must have 

His favor because she can afford the private jets. This stuff looks pretty glorious in man's reckoning, 

so God must be there, right? 

 

Be warned: God doesn't define glory like man defines glory. He doesn't promise that He can be 

found where you see miracles or structures or wealth or numbers. Wealth is no proof of spirituality, 

and the Lord warns against the love of riches. Numbers are no indication of His blessing: There will 

be tens of thousands at the Super Bowl, but that doesn't mean God's glory. Even supernatural acts are 

no proof that the Lord is at work: Pharaoh's magicians pulled off some pretty neat tricks in front of 

Moses and Aaron. 
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Now, miracles and structures and wealth and numbers don't mean that God isn't to be found; but it 

doesn't mean He is, either. Don't look for the glory of God where man thinks He should be. Look for 

Him where He is. 

 

Rather than outward, glorious acts, others seek to find God within themselves. Eastern mysticism 

appears here once again, as worshipers try to become one with God by achieving a higher level of 

consciousness; and this pervades New Age religions within our own country. Even within 

Christianity, many believe that the path to God is by seeking Him out in their hearts and emotions, 

feeling for Him there. In fact, many judge both their own faith and the Lord's faithfulness by how 

near or far away He feels. A mountaintop campfire may evoke a euphoria that makes God feel very 

near, while an early service baptism may arouse no such emotion. 

 

But again, be warned: The Lord does not tell us to find Him by our emotions, by looking for Him in 

our hearts. No, instead He warns in Jeremiah 17:9, "The heart is deceitful above all things, And 

desperately wicked; Who can know it?" Consider that statement well: The Lord declares that we 

cannot know or trust our desperately wicked hearts. Trying to find the glory of God within is a 

dangerous way to go. Emotions are incidental to the Lord's presence; in other words, your emotions 

may be high or low when you find His glory. But His glorious faithfulness is far more sure than your 

momentary feelings, and that is a good thing indeed. Don't look for His glory where you feel He 

ought to be. Look for Him where He is. 

 

Still others look for the glory of God in knowledge, in intellect. "God is in the rules," is the belief of 

many, "and if I only keep the rules well enough then I will experience God's glory." This doctrine 

pervades everything from Islam to Mormonism, and is indeed a part of every false religion: Do 

enough good, and the Lord will welcome you. Even within Christianity, there is a huge desire to find 

God in knowledge, in rules, in common sense and everyday living. I have heard more than one 

pastor say, "Sure, we still preach the Gospel, but we focus on practical Scriptural advice for 

everyday living. We help people live their lives." 

 

While I have no objection to common sense, rules or practical advice, I again bid you to be careful. 

Common sense and rules and advice are all instructions to you about what you are supposed to be 

doing. In other words, they are all law. In our Gospel lesson, St. John declares, For the law was 

given through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ (Jn. 1:17). If you seek to find 

God through rules and law, you stand a good chance of finding Moses; through him God gave His 

law. But if you want to find the glory of God, He's not found in how to live your life. For the glory 

of God, you need grace and truth; and if you are to find the glory of God on earth, then you must 

find Jesus. Apart from Jesus Christ, you will not find the glory of God here. 

 

Thus many look for the glory of God where He is not to be found. We could say that every religion 

is proof that man is searching to find God; and we do say that every religion apart from Christianity 

is a futile, fruitless attempt to do so. The Lord does not promise to reveal Himself in proofs that 

seem glorious to our eyes. He does not promise to come to us by means of our emotions or 

introspection; indeed, He warns us against such trying this way. And the Lord does not reveal His 

glory to us by His law; all sorts of religions teach laws, but that doesn't mean the glory of God is 

there. 

 

One might look at all the religions of the world and decide that the glory of God is tough to find. But 
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this is not true: In his sinful blindness, man only makes the search far more difficult than it need be. 

The Lord is not playing hide-and-seek so that only the best seekers are saved; were that the case, we 

would all be lost, for no one naturally seeks the Lord (Ro. 3:11). No, the solution to finding the glory 

of God is to look, by His grace, where He says, "Here I am." And our Gospel lesson tells us and 

shows us exactly where to look. 

 

II. Exactly Where the Glory of God Is 

 

"In the beginning was the Word," says John as he begins his Gospel. There's the answer: The Word. 

"The Word" here is another name for Jesus, the eternal Son of God. God's holy, powerful Word is 

here made synonymous with Jesus, telling us some important truths that are impossible to 

comprehend. For instance, Genesis 1 tells us that God created all things by speaking His Word, and 

John 1 tells us that through Jesus-the Word-all things were created. So all things were created 

through Jesus-the Word-as God spoke the Word. Yet Jesus is not just a word created by God's 

utterance, for that would make Him less than God; no, Jesus is the second person of the Holy 

Trinity, the only Son of the Father begotten from all eternity.  

 

See what I mean? God created the heavens and the earth by speaking His Word. Jesus is the Word, 

but He's not just an utterance, but the Son of God. If you can sort all this out, please explain it to me.  

 

However, our task for this sermon is not to unravel the mystery of the Trinity or the attributes of 

God. Our task for this sermon is where to find God's glory, and the clue we need is that Jesus is 

called the Word. This is how God reveals His Son to you-by the speaking of His Word. And where 

His Word is spoken, His Son-the Word made flesh-is found. 

 

Hear these two verses from the text, John 1:14-15: And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 

and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. John 

bore witness of Him and cried out, saying, "This was He of whom I said, 'He who comes after me is 

preferred before me, for He was before me.'" If you read a little further in John 1, you find this 

scene: John is preaching to crowds on the banks of the Jordan River, and the Son of God become 

man stands in the crowd. That day, the crowd finds out that He is the Savior they've been waiting 

for. But how? Does He emit some sort of glow that makes Him different? Is He especially handsome 

and well-built? No, in fact Isaiah tells us that there was absolutely nothing special about His 

appearance that would attract us to Him (Is. 53:2). Is there something about Him that inspires deep 

emotional commitment, that leads people that day to feel that He is God? No. Does He perform 

some great work of the Law? Again, no. So how do they know that He is the Savior? Because of 

words. Because John says, "Look, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world." The Word 

is revealed by words. 

 

And this is how God consistently works. Do you want to behold the glory of God? Then hear His 

Word, because that is where Jesus, the Word made flesh, is found. That's where you behold the glory 

of God. 

 

But if it takes words to point out Jesus, if He's so unremarkable, how is He glorious?  

 

The answer is this: God measures glory differently than man. Man measures glory in terms of 

success and power, achievement and victory. Man identifies glory with whatever makes him say, 

"Wow." God measures glory in terms of service, of servanthood. Jesus is glorious because He is the 
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faithful Servant who serves His Father and you by accomplishing His plan for your salvation. 

Sometimes His work looks glorious to the eye, in man's terms: He performs miracles of healing and 

feeding. He's transfigured on a mountaintop, and such times have a glorious appearance. At other 

times, though, His service to you looks anything but glorious. There's nothing attractive about a 

manger for His first bed. There's nothing appealing about going forty days in the wilderness while 

the devil continually tempts. And there is certainly nothing glorious-looking about scourging and 

crucifixion. But remember: God measures the glory of Christ in terms of service, not appearance. 

When Jesus, the Word made flesh, hangs beaten and dying on the cross, He is never more glorious-

because that is where His service to you culminates as He dies your death for your sin. When John 

says, "We beheld His glory," that gory death on that ugly cross in certainly included. 

 

So, back to our question: Where will you find the glory of God? Here are our clues so far. We know 

that the glory of God goes with Jesus; if we are to find God's glory in this life, it is to be found with 

Christ. We also know that Jesus and this glory will not always look or feel glorious, so we don't look 

to appearances or our emotions to find Him. And we know that Jesus is called the Word made flesh; 

Jesus and God's Word go together is a way too intimate for us to comprehend, because the Word 

goes with the Word. Therefore, where will you find the glory of God, full of grace and truth? Listen 

to Him speak His Word to you. 

 

Listen to Him speak His absolution to you. Through His called servant, He declares, "I forgive you 

all of your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost." By this Word of 

His, He dwells with you, full of grace and truth. Note that: Full of grace and truth. This declaration is 

full of grace, because by it the Lord pronounces you forgiven for all of your sins. This declaration is 

full of truth, because the Lord does not lie. Therefore, it declares that you are truly graced, truly 

forgiven. And if you are truly forgiven, then the kingdom of heaven is yours. 

 

The Lord speaks His Word with water and says, "I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Ghost." By this Word, the Word made flesh washes away your sins, cleanses 

you of all unrighteousness, joins you to His death and resurrection. By this Word, the Word made 

flesh makes you His own forever. This declaration, too, is full of grace and truth. By this Word, the 

Word made flesh truly gives you forgiveness, that you might be His forever. 

 

The Lord speaks His Word over bread and wine; and in, with and under those words, bread and 

wine, you receive the Word made flesh with His true body and blood. He gives you His body and 

blood which has already conquered death and risen from the grave; thus He strengthens and 

preserves you in the one true faith unto life everlasting. He gives you this explicitly "for the 

forgiveness of sins;" this Word, too, is full of grace and truth. 

 

Many seek the glory of the Lord on earth, and many look in all the wrong places. We point you 

continually to the Lord's Word and Sacraments, because that is where He promises to be. The Lord 

promises that He is present by these means to forgive you all of your sins. What if these means of 

grace don't excite you? Don't look miraculous? Don't make sense? Doesn't matter: Christ is there 

because He says He is. Is there any other place? Are there any other means where the Lord says, 

"Look for Me here, and I will forgive you?" No, the Lord promises to be so present nowhere else. 

True, He is everywhere, but He does not promise that He gives forgiveness everywhere. That is why, 

as we preach Christ-crucified for your salvation, we always come back to these means of grace and 

point you there. If you wish to be forgiven by the Word made flesh, hear His Word and receive His 

Sacraments. That is where you behold His glory, full of grace and truth. 
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And if you have received His forgiveness, grace and truth, then you can say this with joyful 

assurance: "I do not know what this day brings. It may be emotionally uplifting or distressing. I may 

see great things or tragic devastation. I may succeed at what I try or fail miserably. I may live or I 

may die. But no matter what, I have no doubt of this: I am the Lord's. He has made me His in 

Baptism. He keeps declaring me forgiven in His Absolution, and He feeds me with His own body 

and blood for my salvation. Whether today is uplifting or distressing, great or devastating, successful 

or failing-indeed whether I experience life or death today, the Lord is still with me by the 

forgiveness of sins. It may not look glorious to the eye, but His Word is sure. He will sustain me 

now; and in His own time, He will deliver me to eternal life-where I will live with Him in glory 

forever." 

 

Do you want to behold the glory of God? Then hear these words, full of grace and truth: "You are 

forgiven for all of your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost." Amen 


